Poor prognosis of acute lymphoblastic leukemia with translocation (1;19) in childhood: potential interest of allogeneic bone marrow transplantation.
We report a new case of childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia with translocation (1;19). At the time of diagnosis, the only adverse prognosis factor was the existence of this translocation. Under conventional chemotherapy, the girl experienced early marrow relapse (duration of first remission was 2 months). She received allogeneic bone marrow transplantation during the second remission and is alive in continuous complete remission 20 months after transplant. Several earlier reports have suggested that children with the (1;19) have a poor prognosis; If this poor response to conventional therapy is confirmed, an allogeneic bone marrow transplantation should be considered during the first remission.